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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 478, 232, 409, 412, 408, and Psalm 6  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  478 - With the Lord Begin Your Task 

 



[3] 

INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble 

servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your 

will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 18:20-32 
With full confidence in God’s mercy, Abraham pressed God on behalf of his nephew and 

the city he lived in.  Here is boldness in prayer in action. 

 
GENESIS 18:20

 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so 

great and their sin so grievous 
21 

that I will go down and see if what they have done is as 
bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 

 
22

 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 

before the LORD. 
23

 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? 

24
 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will 

you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people 

in it? 
25 

Far be it from you to do such a thing--to kill the righteous with the wicked, 

treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” 

 
26

 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare 

the whole place for their sake.” 
 
27

 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the 
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes,

 28
 what if the number of the righteous is 

five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?” 

    “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 
 
29

 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 
He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 

 
30

 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can 
be found there?” 

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

 
31

 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only 

twenty can be found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 

 
32

 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What 

if only ten can be found there?” 

    He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 
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PSALM      Psalm 6 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
O LORD, do not rebuke me in your | anger* 

or discipline me | in your wrath. 

 

Be merciful to me, LORD, for | I am faint;* 

O LORD, heal me, for my soul is in | anguish. 

 

Turn, O LORD, and de | liver me;* 

save me because of your un | failing love. 
 

Refrain 
 

I am worn out from | groaning.* 

My eyes grow weak with | sorrow. 

 

Away from me, all you who do | evil,* 

for the LORD has heard my | weeping. 

 

The LORD has heard my cry for | mercy;* 

the LORD ac | cepts my prayer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Colossians 2:6-15 
Sins forgiven, we have been made children of God who have every right and 

encouragement to ask of God—as a child would ask his dear father. 

 
COLOSSIANS 2:6

 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in 

him, 
7
 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 

overflowing with thankfulness. 

 
   

 8
 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 

which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on 

Christ. 
 

    
9
 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

10
 and you have 

been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 
11

 In him 
you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision 

done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 
12

 having been buried 

with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who 

raised him from the dead. 
 

    
13 

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 

nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
14

 having canceled the 
written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he 

took it away, nailing it to the cross. 
15 

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 

made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
  

Your cross, not mine, O Christ, Has borne the dreadful load 

Of sins that none could bear But the incarnate God. 

To whom but you, who can alone 

For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee? 

 

Your righteousness, O Christ, Alone can cover me; 

No other righteousness Can set a sinner free. 

To whom but you, who can alone 
For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee?   (401:3,5) 
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GOSPEL  Luke 11:1-13 
The disciples came to Jesus looking for help in learning to pray. 

LUKE 11:1
 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

 
    

2
 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

 

  “ ‘Father, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come. 
 

  
3
 Give us each day our daily bread. 

 

  
4
 Forgive us our sins, 

    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation.’ ” 
 

   
 5
 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at 

midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
 6
 because a friend of mine on a 

journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
 

    
7
 “Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and 

my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 
8
 I tell you, though 

he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the 

man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 
 

    
9 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 

and the door will be opened to you. 
10

 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks 

finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 

    
11

 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
12

 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
 13

 If you then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  409 - Come, My Soul, with Every Care 

 
 

SERMON 
 Luke 11:1-13 

 

Because God is “Our Father” We Can Pray 
1. with boldness   

2. with persistence   

3. with confidence 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and  GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray for the whole Church in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
need. 
 

Brief silence 
 

For the gift of the Holy Spirit, that we may not doubt but boldly believe that because of 

Christ, God is our dear Father in heaven who will answer us according to His goodness, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the interceding heart of Christ to be formed in us, that we might join in His 
supplications for the world, asking God to spare it in mercy that many may come to 

repentance and be saved, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For a growing understanding of our Baptism, that we may know it as the foundation of 
our life as children in God’s family and, by the Spirit’s grace, be gifted with living out its 

meaning for our days in this world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For our fellowship of faith, that we may not be taken captive by philosophy and empty 

deceit according to human tradition and the elemental spirits of the world, but be guarded 

from all error in Christ’s Word and kept faithful in the way of His true bride, the Holy 

Christian Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our president, and all who make our laws and preside over our courts, that they may 

receive wisdom to govern us with justice, that the poor may not be oppressed and the 
vulnerable not be left undefended, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who suffer with illnesses of the body and mind, [particularly _____________ 
and all who have asked for our prayers,] that they might be sustained in faith in their 

hour of trial and be granted help and healing through the doctors and medical staff that 

God has provided for their care and comfort, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For all those who know the fullness of our Father’s goodness in His heavenly courts, let 

us give thanks to God, asking that we, too, may one day join them in beholding Him face 

to face, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Into Your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



[12] 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 412 - Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

M O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN     408 - Christians, While on Earth Abiding 
 

 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 

 

 



[16] 

 


